uncle skip’s

cormner

T.J. "Skip®" Arey WB2G

IN THE BEGINNING!

Remember when you were in the fourth
grade and you got the opportunity to take
music lessons? You wanted to play the
trumpet but your mom talked you into the
clarinet. If your parents were cautious, they
rented that licorice stick for a couple of
months, just in case you became bored or
failed to demonstrate the skill of Benny
Goodman. If they were too optimistic you
probably still have an old clarinet collecting
dust in the attic.

Get to the point Skip!!!

Kids today grow up with many activities and
gadgets to occupy their time. How can you
get a young person to become interested in
the radio hobby in a world that includes
Teenage Ninja Turtles? And further, once
you drag them kicking and screaming from
in front of the television set, how do you get
them rolling without "buying the clarinet"
so to speak? This looks like a job for...

Uncle Skip’s Children’s
Guide to AM DXing

Okay, so right off the jump I have alienated
the other aspects of the hobby. Sorry folks,
before you go writing Larry Miller consider
the fact that AM radio listening remains the
easiest, cheapest, and "quickest to learn" of
the radio hobbies. Remember that tele-
vision has patterned kids into about a three
minute attention span.

AM broadcast listening can be learned on
almost any inexpensive radio. Initially the
young person will be dealing with 10 kHz
frequency splits so you can live with limited
selectivity for a while. The 10 kHz split,
coupled with mandatory regular station
identification makes getting around the dial
easy enough that you can use analog
readout.

You are probably wondering why I am not
recommending that you let your newcomer
to the hobby play with your communica-
tions receiver. The fact is that all those but-
tons and the more advanced signal cap-
turing and processing capabilities might
overload the novice’s noggin. We want to
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hook the youngster on the idea of listening,
not just hardware.

If you want to go out and buy a specific
radio you might poke around any Radio
Shack affiliated stores for their recently dis-
continued "long distance AM portable."
Sold under model numbers 12-655 and 12-
656, this low cost receiver has an FEI tuned
RF stage that makes it ideal for fairly
serious listening. You will note that I stated
the affiliated stores specifically because
they tend to keep some of the older stuff on
their shelves.

You might check out your local discount
store  for  the General - Electric
SUPERADIO -- also discontinued but
available. But don’t get too hung up on the
box, Bunkey! Any good quality portable
with AM will be all you need to get a kid

going.
The Hook

Some evening after dinner, take the radio
and the kid to the corner of your house that
is as far away from the television set as you
can get. This not only does wonders for the
child’s attention span, it cuts down on inter-
ference from the TV’s innards that can be
heard within the AM broadcast spectrum.
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The Radio

Shack long
distance AM
portable is a
very popular

medium wave
receiver
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Start poking around the band. Lo«
specifically between the known locals. In
minute or two you will probably run acros
a 50 KW station from several states awas
This is the critical moment.

When this distant station IDs, you will s==
the kid’s eyes start to twinkle. They will s2
something like, "How can you hear Chica
in New Jersey?"

Don’t push into a deep conversation &
propagation anomalies. Just smile and ss%
"Let’s see what else we can hear."

That’s it! They are hooked! After two
three more clear channel powerhouses j
might recommend making a list of the st=
tions you are hearing. After about a &
hour you should be able to leave the room:
and let the young’un start browsing for hi
self.

Stay close though, because sooner or lat=
the kid will come looking for you with
about a hundred questions. Be patieat
After you answer all the questions 3
might want to point out that this is a hob®s
and begin to explain how to listen and ke=
track of your listening. '



Hook the youngster on the
idea of listening,
not just hardware . . .

Beginner’s Strategy

Now that your beginner actually wants to listen, you can begin to
demonstrate how to listen smart. A good start for a budding broad-
cast band DXer is to develop bandscans. These are lists of com-
monly heard stations.

The first and easiest bandscan would be of all stations heard during
normal daylight hours. Next you’ll want to generate bandscans for
after dark. Ideally you will want scans for before and after mid-
night but some parents might frown on letting their kids stay up
that late. Don’t worry, once the kid is hooked he or she will be
sneaking a few listens after bedtime.

In developing the bandscans you will have already logged a good
chunk of stations. You will now know what is normally out there in
the air. Now the fun really begins.

The kid can now begin to look over, under, and around the regulars
for other stuff. If the child has not already figured it out, demon-
strate how to null out some stations by reorienting the receiver’s
internal ferrite rod antenna (in simple terms, turn the radio
around). Now you can hear more than one station on any given fre-
quency just by moving the radio around on the table top.

With all these stations to keep track of, it is important to help your
beginner with record keeping. Teach them to log time, frequency,
local conditions, and program content in addition to the call letters
of the station.

If your kid is going to go after QSLs, the most useful data to help a
station verify reception remains the time and nature of any com-
mercials broadcast. Station logs vary quite a bit from station to sta-
tion since the FCC deregulated the practice but you can bet every
_ station keeps track of the commercials they air so they can charge
the customer.

The QSL game can be a little tricky in BCBland. If you write an
accurate and complete report of what you have heard and include
return postage (an SASE is even better) you will usually get some
acknowledgment of reception. Many stations will even have QSL
cards.

Wouldn’t a map of the United States surrounded by QSL cards
from across the nation make an interesting school project? Stations
will sometimes send along coverage maps or promotional items
and young people seem to enjoy collecting these items as much as
the veries. Be sure to teach your young person the value of
courteous reception reports.

Within the hobby there are a few stations that are notorious for not
answering reception reports even if you send along a preprinted
confirmation card. Such stations can only be logged and verified by
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MIL-SPEC
COMMUNICATIONS

P.O. Box 461 Wakefield, Rl 02880
Call Today (401) 783-7106

Military Surplus & New Communications Gear
Covering DC to Daylight at Discount Prices!
Winter DX Season Specials
B AR-2002 Scapm@REL il . ...........c.coiiiinnninnse DD

B Bearcat BC-200XLT (200 Channel w/Aircraft

and Cellular Restoration) ..........c.cocceeuennnee. $295
M Collins R-390A (Guaranteed Reconditioned and
Fully Calibrated) Delivered to your Door! ........... $679

Presently used aboard most Navy vessels
for reliability under distressed conditions.

M Japan Radio NRD-525 ........... Yow: ......... $1150 -
B SONY ICF-2010................. S SR L $318
B Kenwood R-5000..................... i B .$790
M Racal RA-6790/GM/R-2174 ........... e CALL

FREE DELIVERY TO YOUR DOOR!

WE OFFER REPAIR SERVICE - MANUALS « BROKERING
BUY & SELL BULLETIN
PROFESSIONAL MONITORING STATION
Collins Military Surplus Cache is

Now an integral part of Mil-Spec.

SEND $2.00 FOR CATALOG CREDITED TO PURCHASE

taping. You won’t have to prove anything to anybody because these
stations don’t verify for anyone else either.

Keep up to date on what’s happening in the industry. A good place
to find out this sort of information is Monitoring Times’ domestic
radio column, "American BandScan." It’s an easy-going two pages
and author Larry Miller welcomes your comments, questions and
observations. The column will also help the new hobbyist learn
about the more advanced aspects of BCB DXing such as Graveyard
spotting, Pre-sunrise authority, antenna systems, station tests, and
foreign DX. '

Moving On

Now your budding DXer is on a roll. Loggings are piling up. The
first thing checked when coming in from school is the mail. A little
of the allowance is getting set aside to buy a better receiver. Maybe
it’s time for you to start letting on that there is such a thing as the
shortwave spectrum. It might be time to check with local amateur
radio operators about novice license classes in your area. After all,
you have helped to open the door to an exciting new world.

Start your youngster on a steady diet of Monitoring Times and it
won’t be long until he or she is helping you with your listening
habits. The child becomes father to the man.
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