
	

C O N T E N T S
 

Vol. 29 No. 10 October 2010

A Publication of Grove Enterprises

Scanning - Shortwave - Ham Radio - Equipment 
Internet Streaming - Computers - Antique Radio

®

In this issue:
• Building Ten-Tec’s 1253 Shortwave Receiver
• Make Your Own All-band HF DX Loop
• MT Reviews: Uniden’s HomePatrol-1™

Shortwave
Listening 

Special

Volume 29, No. 10
October 2010

U.S. $6.95
Can. $6.95
Printed in the
United States

The Revolution Has Begun ..................................... 66
Uniden’s HomePatrol-1™
By Larry Van Horn N5FPW, MT Review Editor
	 Are	you	looking	for	a	scanner	that	can	tune	analog,	trunked,	and	digi-
tal	public	service	transmissions	without	having	to	know	any	more	about	
programming	such	a	receiver	than	your	own	ZIP	code?	Then,	Uniden’s	
latest	scanner,	the	HomePatrol-1	is	for	you!
	 Larry	has	been	following	this	revolutionary	development	in	scanner	
technology	since	it	was	announced	this	past	June.	Now	that	he’s	had	

a	 chance	 to	 actually	 use	 it,	 Larry	
reports	that	he’s	so	impressed	with	
this	product	he	gives	it	4	¾	stars	out	
of	five.	He	adds,	“Not	many	things	in	
this	world	can	be	called	true	game	
changers,	but	the	new	HomePatrol-1	
is	 the	 exception	 and	 has	 indeed	
made	scanning	simple	again.”

R E V I E W S

Shortwave Listening 
Special ................... 8
	 This	month	MT	 celebrates	 the	
return	of	the	fall/winter	shortwave	DX	
season	with	an	all-shortwave	issue.
	 Despite	what	 you	might	 have	
heard,	 shortwave	 radio	 is	 still	 very	
much	alive.	And,	like	so	many	other	
communications	 institutions	 today,	
international	 shortwave	broadcasters	
are	feeling	their	way	into	the	future.	
In	 his	 cover	 story,	 “Whatever	Hap-
pened	to	Wireless,”	Eric	Bryan	notes	
that	change	is	the	only	constant	in	the	
world	 of	 radio.	 Even	 so,	 his	 list	 of	
countries,	still	regularly	broadcasting	
programs	in	English	to	North	America,	
totals	more	than	40.
	 Eric	also	provides	a	list	of	all	the	
frequencies	 of	 the	 countries	 that	 are	
transmitting	in	Digital	Radio	Mondiale	
(DRM),	 the	 digital	 radio	 broadcast	
format	emerging	as	the	future	for	HF.	
He	also	notes	which	broadcasters	are	
available	on	World	Radio	Network’s	
vast	multi-platform	 service;	which	
stations	 provide	 online	 streaming;	
those	that	provide	for	online	reception	
reports,	as	well	as	notes	on	programs	
that	might	be	of	particular	interest	to	
listeners.

On Our Cover
	 Radio	 studio	 of	 international	 short-
wave	 broadcaster	Deutsche	Welle	 (Cour-
tesy:	Deutsche	Welle);	Shortwave	antenna	
for	Radio	Exterior	 de	España	 (Courtesy:	
Radio	Exterior	de	España)

Ten-Tec 1253: A Great First Radio Project! ................. 13
By Robert Gulley AK3Q
	 If	you	thought	the	era	of	radio	kit	building	passed	you	by,	Robert	Gulley	
AK3Q	would	 like	to	tell	you	otherwise.	Robert	reports	that	this	nine-band	
regenerative	receiver	kit	from	Ten-Tec	is	simple	enough	for	those	who	have	
never	built	anything	before,	yet	challenging	enough	for	old	hands.	Robert	
says,	“This	project	has	truly	given	me	a	deeper	appreciation	for	those	who	
came	before	us.”

An Easy-to-Build All-Band HF Loop Antenna ............. 16
By Bob Patterson K5DZE
	 An	80	through	10	meter	antenna	that	outperforms	the	vaunted	all-band	
dipole	and	makes	a	terrific	shortwave	listening	antenna?	“Yes!”	says	Bob	Pat-
terson	K5DZE.	Not	only	that,	but	this	265	foot	antenna	may	not	be	as	big	as	it	
seems.	That’s	the	beauty	of	the	loop:	it’s	only	66	feet	on	a	side,	small	enough	
to	fit	on	many	town	lots!

A Most Unlikely Radio Career .................................... 18
By Keith Perron
	 Following	his	dream	to	be	an	international	radio	broadcaster,	Canadian	
Keith	Perron’s	twenty	year	career	has	taken	him	from	Radio	Canada	Interna-
tional	to	a	local	FM	station	in	Taiwan.	But	along	the	way	Keith	found	himself	
on	the	staff	at	Radio	Havana,	China	Radio	International	and	even	a	Chinese	
AM	station	 in	western	Canada.	Keith	details	his	 journey	and	 lets	us	know	
what’s	next	in	this	most	unlikely	radio	career.
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Before the rising prices of gasoline, and before going “green” became a sales pitch, Monitoring Times
created MT Express. The full version of the magazine you’ve come to depend on, in full electronic form. Now
going into our 11th year of digital perfection, MT Express is better than ever. You get more with our digital
magazine than you could ever have with print. The entire magazine is full color. All of the web links are
clickable, so if you see a link to a website that you want to visit, just click on it! Want to email an author? Just
click on their email address at the top of their column, and MT Express opens your email program, drops in
their address, and is ready for your input! All of this, and it’s even CHEAPER than the regular print version!
Plus, you’ll get it faster than you would your print copy, no matter where you are in the world. Now is the time
to make the switch to digital. Sure, it’s saving a tree and
saving some gas, but it’s also getting you what you need,
when you want it. Make the switch today.

For a mere $19.95 U.S., gives you

magazine
in PDF format viewable with free software, delivered by FTP
viewable in

on your computer screen
easily navigated by clicking on the Table of Contents
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To find out if this new subscription is the delivery solution for you, you may download a sample issue
for free! Just go to to find out how.http://www.grove-ent.com
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